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Names of newspapers. _ Place of publication. | A ‘Dates of papers epevived and examined 


BENGALI. 
Monthly. 


‘¢Bhérat Shramajivi’ ... =... .. | Calcutta 
‘ Gramvarta Prakashika ”’ wee .» | Comercolly 


“ Sansodhini”’ is Chittagong 
Fortnightly. 


‘¢ Purva Pratidhwani”’... ne ‘ai Ditto 
“ Rajshahye Samvad”’ __... 10 Rajshahye 


Weekly. 


‘¢ Ananda Bazar Patrika”’ va ... | Calcutta ‘a 30th December 1879. 
‘¢ Bharat Mihir” ve mn ... | Mymensingh re 30th = ditto. 

‘¢ Bengal Advertiser” _... si ... | Calcutta ne 
‘¢Bardwan Sanjivani”’ ... és ... | Bardwan ee 30th _ ditto. 
‘¢ Dacca Prakash”’ pea in .». | Dacca — 
‘Education Gazette” ... or .. | Hooghly ee 2nd January 1880. 
‘¢ Hindu Hitaishini” ‘ia i ... | Dacca 

‘ Hindu Ranjika”’ ea ise . | Beauleah, Réjsh4hye... “ 24th and 3lst December 1879. 
‘Howrah Hitakari” as oe ... | Bethar, Howrah iad 

‘* Medini”’ ‘ai ... | Midnapore see 
‘¢ Murshidabéd Protinidhi” Berhampore ia 
‘ Navavibhakar’”’ “ee ... | Calcutta ae 5th January 1880. 
‘¢ Pratikér”’ ie ... | Berhampore OF 
“‘Rangpore Dik Prokish” a ... | Kakinié, Rangpore ... Ist ditto. 

‘¢ Sadharani” = ce ... | Chinsurah a 3rd ditto. 

‘‘ Sahachar”’ iba ies ... | Calcutta ici 29th December 1879. 
*‘ Samalochak”’ ine “we Ditto. a 2nd January 1880. 

‘‘ Samachar Sar” ci a Allahabad a 

‘¢ Sanjivani”’ ie ies ... | Mymensingh ies 
‘‘Sulabha Samachar”... io .. | Calcutta MS 8rd _—Ss ditto. 
‘‘ Sharad Kaumudi ” ie me ... | Bhowanipore 


“ Srihatta Prakash ” iia an ... | Sylhet oa 22nd and 29th December 1879: 
Tri-weekly. 

‘Samachar Sudhavarshan”’ _... ... | Calcutta 
Daily. 


‘‘Samvad Prabhakar” _.., a ... | Ditto “i Ist, and 3rd to 8th January 1880. 
‘‘Samvad Purnachandrodaya” ... ..| Ditto sie 3rd to 10th January 1880. 

‘‘ Samachar Chandriké”’ a ... | Ditto i 2nd to8th ditto. 

“ Banga Vidya Prakashika”’... 2 | Ditto a 5th to 7th ditto. 


* Prabhati”’ _ oot tte re 2nd to 5th, and 7th January 1880. 
ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 


Weekly. 
‘* Murshidabid Patrika’’... io ... | Berhampore vas 2nd January 1880. 


ENGLISH aNp Urpv. 


Weekly. 
‘‘ Urdu Guide” — mee ... | Calcutta ans 3rd ditto. 


ENGLISH, Benaati, aND Hinpt1. 


Daily. 
‘‘ Byapari; ” or, The Trader | Ditto 
HInp1. 
Weekly. 
‘* Behar Bandhu”’ si me ...| Bankipore, Patna... 31st December 1879. 
“ Bharat Mitra ”’ : : ... | Calcutta a 25th ditto. 
“Jagat Mitra” eee a 31st ditto. 
** Sar Sudhanidhi” =a | ... | Ditto ans | 22nd and 29th December 1879 and 5th 


PERSIAN. January 1880. 
se: 


 Jam-Jahan-nums” .| Ditto - sl 2nd January 1880. 


SaHMACHAR, 
December 20th, 1879. 


Lom 
POLITICAL. 


WE make the following extracts from an editorial in the Sahachar, of 

the 29th December, headed the “ True cause of 

True cause of the Afghan War. the Afeh an War,” in which the Editor gives 
the substance of an article recently contributed to the Contemporary Review 
by Colonel R. D. Osborn :—Lord Beaconsfield’s invasion of Afghanistan 
is in many respects similar to Napoleon’s famous invasion of Spain. Swayed 
by selfish greed, and without any justification, Napoleon invaded Spain, cast its 
king, who had come to pay him a friendly visit, into prison, and proclaimed 
his own brother king of that country. If to further his own interests 
one could rightly dispossess his neighbour of his lands, then may Lord 
Beaconsfield’s action also be held to have been right. There is a consi- 
derable similarity between Spain and Afghanistan, and the habits of their 


respective peoples. Both countries are mountainous ; and the people of both 


SanNACHAB. 


are persevering and warlike. After describing the “ True cause of the 
Afghan War,” as set forth by Colonel Osborn, the Editor thus concludes :— 
Colonel Osborn has convicted Lords Salisbury and Lytton out of their own 
mouths. Weare really curious to know if there is any reply possible to the 
charges thus made. We had so long, nay the world had so long, believed that 
British Ministers were perfectly free from deceit and dishonest practices. 
We have, however, found the contrary under Lord Beaconfield’s adminis- 
tration. The question therefore that is anxiously asked at present is, 
whether the English will be content with the position which they have 
occupied so long, or will allow themselves to sink into the condition to 
which the Romans were reduced under Augustus. The end of Shere Ali, a 
dethroned and broken-hearted exile, is one which it is really sad to con- 
template. 
2. The same paper thus refers 2 veut ap tak as the lessons to be 
derived from the Afghan war :—First, General 
ea nnn si Roberts complains hat the British regimental 
officers are not able to be of any service to native regiments. There 
are not a few non-commissioned officers in British regiments who are 
abler men than many Captains and Majors. Huropean officers of the 
Kast India Company’s Army generally, from their long residence in this 


* country, acquired a knowledge of the vernaculars, which is now rarely to be 


found in the officers of the Royal Army. The difficulty which must be in- 
evitable, when one portion of the army in the field is ignorant of the lan- 
guage of the other, is now disclosing itself. The amalgamation of the 
Indian with the Royal Army was not only an extremely costly measure, 
but it has diminished the efficiency of the troops on active service. 


Secondly, native regiments are under-officered. Although it is desirable 


Barmpwan SanJivaNt, 
Decemb«r 30th, 1879. 


to have the command of such regiments placed in the hands of Europeans, 
still, unless native officers were vested with some amount of subordinate 
authority, there must be inconvenience in case of any emergency. The 
present native officers are all illiterate men, who have not studied war as a 
science. Had there been educated native officers, General Roberts would 
have been spared the trouble which he is now experiencing. The time has 
at length come when the Staff Corps should be abolished. There is no lack 
zl a te mo oad SO pe military officers in civil employ, who are 
n e to do either military or civil work proper! 

the duties which laeitioaiels pertain to A bag ital ihehah aiiaeatens 


3. The Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 80th December, thus writes about the 
is eta eke political condition of the people at the present 


; time, and the prospect which lies before 
them :— What with wars, famines,’and taxes, and what with the taking away of 


the . liberty of speech and the liberty of carrying arms, the sufferings of 


tae 


the people of India know no bounds. They have become perfectly helpless. 
The Imperialism recently introduced into the Government of the country is 
gradually repressing their hopes and aspirations. There is war on all sides. 
The people are meanwhile on the point of starvation and discontented. 
At one time the number of those who were disposed to listen to the tale 
of their grievances, and to redress them, had become exceedingly limited. 

The prospect, however, which lies before them, is more hopeful. In 
England, the attention of the public is being directed to Indian questions. 
Through the exertions of the Liberal Jeaders, the labours of Babu Lal Mohan 
Ghosh, and the enterprise of Mr. Knight, who has started a newspaper in 
England which is to be devoted to a discussion of Indian topics, the 
British nation may be expected to be -soon fully aroused to the condition 
of the people of this country, and it is hoped that considerable good will 
accrue from this. 

4. Wemake the following regen —~ an article ne y ra Mihir, 

ay ee of the 380th December, headed ‘* This is not 
tudia condusted on Christian pos a Christian, but the British Government”’:— 
meee India has been the battle-field of successive 
conquerors and creeds. The Hindu Kings gave place to Mahomedans, who 
propagated their faith at the point of the sword: but who in turn were 
obliged to make room for a Government following the religion of Christ—a 
religion which is pre-eminently one of love. It is not the purpose of the 
writer to make any reference in this article to the early history of 
British supremacy in India—to Clive’s covenant with Omichand, to the 
originality and fame of Hastings, or to the unquestioned greatness of 
Metcalfe, Bentinck and Canning. It is not his purpose to turn over the 
musty records of history, but what he desires is to examine whether the 
acts of the present administration bear the impress of the “ Cross of Christ” 
upon them. 

The representative of the present system is to be found in Lord 
Lytton, whose motives and disposition it is not easy to fathom. He 
is a poet, but it is hard to reconcile the existence of poetry in his heart 
with the existence of misery in the land and the wails of the people. 
His heart, it would seem, was made half of adamant and half of poetry. 
Unfortunately, in the Government of India the former element only has 
asserted its existence. ‘The writer then proceeds to refer to Colonel Osborn’s 
article in the Contemporary Review, headed ‘‘India under Lord Lytton,” and 
takes up the subjects of the Cabul war and the death of Shere Ali, the dis- 
appearance of the Famine Fund, the abolition of the cotton duties, the 
Factories Bill, and the Vernacular Press Act. After briefly describing 
these measures, the Editor asks his readers to consider whether they are 
such as a Christian Government could approve of: for his own part he 
would not, in justice to the founder of Christianity, regard the present admi- 
nistration as a Christian Government, but would by way of distinction, call it 
British Government. | 

0. ‘The same paper remarks that it is not wise to place any faith in the 

The Afghan War and the Command. Afghans and remain in their country, steeped 
er-in-Chief. in a false sense of security. Steps should 
first be taken to pacify Afghanistan and then to prevent all possibility of 
any risings in fu'ure. One point that strikes any observer of the present 
operations in Afghanistan is that the Commander-in-Chief does but little 
in the way of guiding them. It is General Roberts who does everything. 


Isit because the seat of the war is outside the limits of India that this is 


so? It is strange to notice that Sir F. Haines seems to be contented with 
his position, and has not expressed any opinion favourable or otherwise 
regarding it. If he is ill, as is reported to be the case, we.do not understand 


Buarat Mriagrer, 
December 30th, 1879. 
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SADHARARI, 
January 4th, 1880. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR, 
January 6th, 1880. 


SREEHATTA PRAKASH. 
December 22nd, 1879. 


a 


why another has not been yet.appointed to officiate for him. Certainly it 
cannot be that General Roberts was so appointed. If the services of a 
Commander-in-Chief are not necessary, why waste so much public: money 
in retaining them ? . 
6. Referring to the recent successes of General Roberts in Cabul, the 
| Sddhdérant, of the 4th January, remarks that 
a the public have no means of accurately 
judging how far the reports sent in by the General represent the actual 
state of things in Afghanistan, for it has to rely on the statements of one 
side only. However, be that as it may, one thing may be safely gathered 
from the news which has been received from the seat of war, namely, 
that the Afghans have for the time being been dispersed, and it is also 
probable that they have returned to their homes. The Editor does not 
believe that the recent fighting has totally destroyed the power of the 
enemy; on the contrary, an idea prevails that they will renew the contest 
as soon as the English are found to be reposing in a sense of security. 
Already, within the space of nearly two years, the British army have 
had to conquer Cabul no less than three times, and there is no 
knowing how many times more the operation will have to be repeated. 
The case was the same in 1840, when the British Army had to capture 
Cabul repeatedly, but were at length persuaded to retire therefrom. It is 
to be hoped that the same wise policy will be followed again, and that 
the invaders will return to India. It is exceedingly to be regretted that 
the British Government has not yet learnt from experience. To bring the 
Afghans into subjection, Cabul will perhaps have to be conquered a 
hundred times over. It behoves Government to consider the probable 
advantages and disadvantages of such an operation. 
7. The Navavibhakar, of the 5th January, after condemning the hang- 


ings in Cabul, the cruel treatment of the 

in Afubanistan Pov nment Co now Afghans by the army of invasion, and their 
liberty-loving and fanatical character, proceeds 

to consider what Government should now do in Afghanistan. He believes 
that the object of the second Afghan war has been attained, and the prestige 
and power of the British Government re-asserted. The Afghans have been 
defeated and dispersed. The time has now come when a policy of concilia- 
tion should be pursued in Afghanistan, and the British Army return to 
India after having made some arrangement for administering the country. 
Government should give up all idea of stationing a British Resident in 
Cabul—a step which has been ever hateful to the Afghans. A general 


amnesty should be granted to the people, and means used to secure their 
friendship. 


Pousiic ADMINISTRATION. 


8. We have this week received for the first time two numbers of the 
Srthatta Prakash, a weekly published at Sylhet. 
This paper of the 22nd December notices at considerable length the 
The Chicf Commissioner's resolution Teport on the administration of Sylhet for 
on the Administration Report of Sylhet 1878, and the resolution recorded thereon by 
the Chief Commissioner. We make the 
following extracts from a leading editorial :—‘‘ Our Deputy Commissioner, 
Mr. Luttman-Johnson, is a good hand at writing lengthy reports, as may 
be seen by referring to his last administration report. Possessed of a 
facility of composing long reports, he also knows how to fill them with 
erroneous, fanciful, and unnecessary matter. This, however, is to some 
extent unavoidable. Those that are anxious to extol their own performances, 


( 5 ) 

and to represent as right what in practice is wrong, aré often put to the 
necessity of writing a great deal.” The Editor then refers to the follow- 
ing points in the Chief Commissioner's resolution:—The inhabitants of 
Sylhet show signs of deterioration in their moral character. They have 
now become more self-seeking and less’ public-spirited than formerly, and 
have learnt to be obsequious to authority. The remark of Mr. Luttman- 
Johnson, and the observation made thereon by the Chief Commissioner 
regarding their alleged dislike for Europeans, are certainly not founded in 
fact. The charge thus brought against: them the Editor repudiates with 
scorn, and dwells on the loyalty of the inhabitants to the British Govern- 
ment. They indeed cherish a feeling of dislike towards the cruel, 
dishonest, and overbearing Europeans, just as they do towdrds natives 
of the same character; but they have ever proved grateful and loyal to 
all really noble Europeans who have happened to-work in their midst. Do 
they not hold in esteem and gratitude the names of Stainforth, Sutherland, 
Cockburn, and Clay P 

The Chief Commissioner’s remarks regarding the aggrandizing influ- 
ence of the Saha caste, their alleged monopoly of appointments in the local 
Government offices, and their obstructiveness, when any reforms are sought 
to be introduced, are perfectly unwarrantable. As a matter of fact, hardl 
a ten per cent of native Government officers in this district belong’ to this 
easte, while neither they, nor the Sréhatta Prakdsh, which is described as an 
organ of the Sahas, have ever shown the least obstructiveness in the matter 
of reforms. The paper indeed, and justifiably too, opposed the action of the 
Deputy Commissioner in dismissing, on the plea of reform, certain employés 
belonging to this caste. 

The Editor points out the necessity of establishing an additional sub- 
division in this district for the benefit of the inhabitants of Langlé, Bhaénu- 
gachh, and other villages on its southern side. 

9. A correspondent of this paper complains that, in the Assam 

as oe ee aa Gazette of the lst November 1879, the Sahas 

Sylhet. — have been ordered to leave the British terri- 

tory. The cause of this stringent measure 

isnot known. It is, however, suspected that, the action of one Aradhan Das’; 

a Saha, who recently sought to bring Mr. Wight into trouble by filing an 

affidavit against him, has so greatly dissatisfied the local authorities that 
they have persuaded Government to issue the order above referred to. 

10. The same paper of the 29th December remarks, in reference to the 
is inialh tiaia Cassis rates which are to be levied on land in Assam 
ae er - from 1st April 1880, that direct taxation is not 

suited“so the habits of the people of this country, and that by passing a law 
for the levy of the rates referred to, Government has broken the ‘promise 
it made to the landlords at the time of the permanent settlement not to 
impose any additional tax on land. ‘The rates fixed are very high. Instead 
of an anna, the highest rate should not exceed the limit of one pice 
in the rupee. In conclusion, the Editor advises the inhabitants to 
send up a united protest to Government against the provisions of the present 
regulation. 

ll. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 24th December, remarks that the 
Act XE of 1888. provisions’ of section 7 of Act XL of 

ae 1858, have in practice led to gravely in- 
jurious consequences. Unlike the managers appointed by Government to 
estates under the supervision of the Court of Wards, who are bound to sub- 
mit periodical accounts of all income and expenditure to the authorities, 
guardians appointed under section 7 are not by law required to furnish such 
accounts, ‘The consequence of this is that the management of the estates. is 
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Samachar, 
December 29th, 1879. 


Baarmat Miure, 
December 30th, 1879. 
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characterized by much extravagance, and not being bound to render any 
account of his work until the minor has reached the years of majority, the 

uardian has it in his power to do much mischief. Even when the minor has 
attained his majority, it is not unoften the case that he discovers that either 
no proper accounts were kept during the period of his minority, or such 
as were kept had been forged; so that he has no means of forming an 
accurate idea of his income, or fastening responsibility upon the guardian. 
The civil courts again do not afford him any relief in the absence of 
any properly-kept records. To remedy this unsatisfactory state of. things, 
Government is asked to make a provision in the law whereby guardians, 
under section 7 of Act XU of 1858, should be required to submit periodical 
reports to Collectors on the financial position of estates under their 
management, and schedules of all moveable property appertaining thereto. 
Further, it should be ruled that before the appointment of a guardian under 
section 7 is sanctioned, some high officer of Government should visit the 
dwelling-house of the minor in person, and make an inventory of all moveable 
property that might be found therein. | 

12. The Sahachar, of the 29th December, notices with regret that, in 
spite of the increasing interest which is bein 
shewn by the people in the work of the Regis- 
tration Department, and the reasonable scale of fees fixed by Government, the 
procedure which obtains in the registry offices is far from simple. Parties 
intending to execute a document are often obliged to travel a long distance 
before a registry office is found, and even when there, have often to wait 
long. Great delay again takes place inthe copying of documents. Another 
point which is generally insisted on by the Registrars, and in consequence 
of which the parties are subjected to great inconvenience, is that they must 
all appear simultaneously in the registry office. 
13. The Bharat Mihir, of the 80th December, notices with regret that 
whe Teel ne Government has refused the prayer of the 
e Kartic Baruni Fair. 


traders to extend the period of the Kartic 
Baruni Fair in Eastern Bengal—a fair, the importance of which to the people 


of this province, which does not possess the advantages of a railway communi- 
cation, cannot be over-estimated. There does not seem to be much force in 
the arguments by which the action of Government in this matter might be 


Registration of documents, &c. 


justified. The requirements of sanitation were not disregarded in the arrange- 


ments hitherto made for the celebration of the fair, nay the place where it 
has been usually held is both spacious and clean; in the matter of cleanliness 
it surpasses even many towns. Government has simply injured the interests 
of trade by refusing the prayer of the mahajuns. The article concludes with 
the following observations :—There are few provinces so unfortunate as East 
Bengal. Although it yields a large revenue to Government, still its wants 
are many. The Brahmaputra is almost dry; it is not navigable even by 
small boats. The railway, it appears, is not coming here. While all means 
of promoting trade are closed, the pass to which the Kartic Baruni Fair has 
been reduced is the most to be deplored. : 

14.. The same paper writes in another article :—The oppressions inci- 
The Trades and Professions Tax ental to the license tax have not yet abated. 


Bill. __ _Wecan testify to the fact that in making an 
appeal the assessee, who is liable for Rs. 5, is put to an expense which is 


four times the sum. It is idle any longer to write about the hardships of 
those who have had to come from distant villages, accompanied by their 
witnesses, to prefer appeals, and to wait for a fortnight before they have 
been acquainted with the decision of the authorities. Government indeed 
this time exempted many from liability to the tax, but owing to the inequit- 


able manner in which the assessors have done their work—owing to the 


ee. 


oppressions of their own countrymen—there has been no relief to the poor. 
We thanked Government before for their leniency, but would fain with- 
draw our thanks now. What should we say of a Government which does not 
adapt its actions to the character of the people for whom they are in- 
tended ? Sir John Strachey has himself admitted that different taxes are suited 
to different peoples. If that is the case, Government ought to have known. 
that a direct tax, the collection of which must be inevitably dependent on 
a number of unscrupulous men, is not suited to the habits of the people of 
this country. Sir John’s attempted justification of his own fiscal policy, 
and the defence of direct taxation, on the ground that in no other way 
can certain classes of the community be brought to contribute towards the 
necessities of the state, do not appear to us to be sound. If the finances 
are in a satisfactory condition, would there’ be still any necessity of taxing 
such classes? If there were, one might go further and urge that, even 
when Government was solvent enough without having imposed any tax, 
taxation would still be necessary. If the object of any taxation scheme 
were merely to reach the classes referred to, that might be equally attained 
by imposing an indirect tax, such as the duty on salt, which is universal in 
its incidence, besides being in its operation perfectly innocuous. In con- 
clusion, the writer asks Sir John Strachey to consider whether, after a 
careful study of the budget estimates, it may not be possible for him to 
do away with this hateful impost altogether. 
15. After referring to the increased interest which is being now shewn = A™axva Basse 


i nae by the British public in the affairs of India in Rog nn 1879. 
aliens sa cena is x Prertetrigen of the labours of Gladstone, 
Bright, Fawcett, Hartington, and others, the Ananda Bazar Patriké remarks 
that the people need not yet despair of a brighter future for their country. 
It would seem from the efforts which are being made by the leaders of the 
Liberal party, and which have become so far successful as to make the nation 
cry shame upon the present Indian Administration, that the cause of the 
misery of the people of India is to be found, not so much in the apathy 
of England, as in their own neglect and indifference. As a proof of 
the interest which the British public'is now manifesting in their welfare, 
we may refer to the successful mission of Babu Lal Mohun Ghosh in 
England. This gentleman does not possess much eloquence, at least he 
is not known to have ever made any able speech ia his own country; yet he 
was enthusiastically received by the English people. The present agitations 
respecting Indian affairs appear to have shaken the power of the Ministry 
to such an extent that they have been obliged to seek the aidof Dr. Hunter, 
Who is but an obscure person in England, to make a reply to the charges 
brought against the Indian Administration. The Doctor has recently 
made two speeches on Indian affairs. True to his character as 
one of the Indian Civilians, who are always eager to injure the people 
who furnish them with the means of livelihood, Dr. Hunter, who owes 
almost everything he has, except his parentage, to the people of this 
country, has also injured their interests by seeking to lessen the effect of 
the speeches of the Liberal leaders, and repress the generous feelings which 
fart now taken possession of the English public mind towards natives of 
ndia. | 

We do not say that Dr. Hunter has said anything which is -positively 
untrue in hisspeeches. But when he descanted on the benefits which British 
rule has conferred upon this country, he ought also in common fairness to 
have referred to the evils which have come in its train. He ought to have told 
his hearers that in seeking to reform abuses Government had also sacrificed 
much that was valuable. When referring to the security of life and 
property enjoyed under British rule, it behoved him also to point out that 
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ce 7 
British rule has emasculated and impoverished the people. While dwelling 
on the good which has accrued from the establishment of regular tribunals, 
it would have been but fair if Dr. Hunter had also described the discord, 
unrest, and litigiousness which now distract Hindu families and Hindy 
society, which formerly were the abodes of peace and loving confidence. The 
lecturer dwelt. upon the beneficial effects of education among the people of 
India: he ought to have shown also how this education has made them more 
attached to their country, and, how in consequence, they are subjected toa 
rigorous system of administration ; how this education has cpened their eyes 


to their own rights and privileges; and how, in consequence of this, Govern- 
ment is placing obstacles in the way of their advancement. 


16. The same paper remarks that an Income Tax, however disliked it 
may be by the European community on the 
ground of its touching the pockets of almost 
every member thereof, will be hailed with pleasure by the natives of this 
country among whom probably one in fifteen hundred will be liable to it. 


17. The same paper remarks that the manner in which Government } 

The newly-formed Native Civil as sought to fulfil its promise regarding the | 

Service. admission of natives into the Civil Service will | 
but increase their discontent. Sir George Campbell’s “ Sub-Deputies,” and ™@ 
the ‘‘ Native Civilians” of Lord Lytton, would seem to possess many points of @ 
similarity. 7 
18, Writing on the same subject, the Samachar Chandrikd of the # 
2nd January confesses to a feeling of dis- 


| An Income Tax. 


The newly-formed Native Civil 


oe appointment at hearing the names of the 
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candidates who have been selected for admission 

into the Civil Service, and the principle on which the selections have been 

made. In the present instance, the parentage of the candidates has been 

more attended to than their education or worth. So it seems there is no 

hope of educated and respectable young men, if they have not any illustrious 
patrons to back them up, of ever entering this newly-formed Civil Service. 

19. Writing on the same subject, the Prabhdti, of the 2nd January, 

The newly-formed Native Civil regrets to observe that Lord Lytton’s utterances, 


egurong when three years ago he took charge of the § 
Indian Administration from Lord Northbrook, and his subsequent acts, do not | 


show any correspondence. That himself a poet, and the son of an illustrious 
father, who was an advocate of liberty, he should by any action of 
his disappoint public expectations, is a circumstance which is exceed- 
ingly to be regretted. Lord Juytton’s public measures, in so far as 
they raise expectations by the attractive form in which they are presented, 
only to be followed by disappointment, partake of the character of a pyro- 
technic display. Regarding the newly formed Civil Service, it is to be 
noted that it is not intended to admit into it any but sons of landholders 
and other wealthy families. But, strangely enough, the recipients of the 
appointments will not be allowed any high pay. The fact is, a Native Civil 
Service has now been constituted, the members of which will possess smaller 
powers and privileges than Civilians, altnough retaining this name. The 
appointment to this Civil Service is therefore calculated to diminish rather 


than increase the dignity and prestige of the candidates. It would have 
been better if Lord Lytton had not taken up this matter at all. 


20. Avcorrespondent of the Lducation Gazette, of the 2nd January, 


Resicteation in Antem. asks the Chief Commissioner to introduce the 


: system of rural sub-registry offices in Assam-- 
a system which has worked so beneficially elsewhere. If this were done, 
both Government and the people would be gainers, 


‘'¢) 


91. On the subject of the newly formed Civil Service, the Sulabha gested ogo 
Samachar, of the 3rd January, expresses views 
similar to those noticed in the. preceding 
paragraphs. He is of opinion that Sir George Campbell’s Native Civil 
Service was a hundred times better than the present one, for appointments 
thereto were regulated by considerations of moral worth, learning, and. 
ability of the candidates, and were open to free competition. The new 
Civil Service, however, is apparently intended to throw dust into the eyes 
of the public. While the real object is to select only such as belong to noble 
and wealthy families, the examination prescribed will only be a nominal 
one. The educated natives, however, will not be eager to enter this Civil 
Service, which is in no respects an improvement upon, but on the contrary 
worse than the existing system. What is the good of a name, when the 
pay and powers which will be allowed are so small? The probability is that 
only flatterers and incompetent men will seek the newly created appoint- 
ments. It would have been better if, instead of thus resorting to tricks, 
Government had at once honestly told its mind that it would admit none but 
Europeans into the Civil Service. 


992. The Navavibhdkarremarks, in reference to the resolution of Govern- Navavipmaras, 
ment on the recent nominations under the "7 ™'* 
new Native Civil Service Rules, that Lord 

Lytton has gained his point. But how have the pledges of Parliament 

been fulfilled? An intermediate class of Civilians has only been created, 

with smaller powers and privileges than those enjoyed by the Covenanted 

Civilians. It is not easy to see why Government appears to be so anxious 

to gratify wealthy and influential families. People, of course, are imputing 

different motives to them for this measure. 


23. The same paper approves of the views of Sir John Strachey on the — Navavrsmaxas. 
. subject of levying a tax from the well-to-do 
inte Trades and Professions Tax classes, who are in receipt of salaries and large 
incomes. This is infinitely preferable to 


imposing a tax on the poor. The objections which are raised by the Euro- 
pean community are simply absurd. 


24. A correspondent of the same paper institutes a comparison avavismaxas, 

es uae iain ad between the state of the country under British 
rule and its state when it was under the 

Mahomedans. In spite of many advantages, at the present time the followin 
points attract attention :—There is not asingle independent Prince now left in 
India. The Maharajah of Kashmere, Gwalior, Jeypore or of any other 
Native State, is independent but in name. Then, again, thanks to the 
policy of the present Government, which can make everything appear as if 
16 were undertaken solely in the interests of this country, although oppres- 
sions still continue, these can not be described as such. The Press Act has 
gagged the people. The wealth of the country now finds its way to England, 


unlike what it was under the Mahomedans, when it used to be spent in the 
country itself. | 


The Native Civil Service. 


The Native Civil Service. 


EDUCATION. 


25. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 30th December, notices certain grave P42>¥4” S4x7vam, 
pebe last primary examination in irregularities regarding the manner in which enon ey ee 
urdwan. the examination of the pupils of the prim 
schools around Burdwan was recently conducted in that town. In the 
first place, the school premises could hardly contain 200 boys, while the 
number of the examinees was 415. Most of them were obliged to sit on the 
bare ground and in the sun, while some were accommodated under trees 


. 24 


and on the grass. To preserve order, the police had to be called in, and 
there was altogether a disgraceful confusion and noise. The arrangements 
were simply wretched. ‘The Editor asks, who is to be held responsible for 
this ? 
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